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Welcome and Annual Business Meeting
Heather Burbach

In Memoriam

Honoring the work and lives of longtime ACLU volunteers
Christopher Corbett

John Dineen
H. Jefferson Melish

Presentation of ACLU Cases & Legislative Work

Koso v. Neronha — Lindsay Koso & Carolyn Medina
Duhamel v. Baldelli-Hunt — David Cass
School Discipline — Paige Clausius-Parks
Benson v. Raimondo — Lynette Labinger

Concluding Remarks




ACLU of Rhode Island Board & Staff

Officers

Heather Burbach — Chair
Carl Krueger — Vice-Chair
Christine Lopes Metcalfe — Secretary
Cherie Cruz — Treasurer

Board
Jennifer Azevedo Carolyn Mannis
Gretchen Bath H. Jefferson Melish
Steven R. DeToy Anne Mulready
Faye Dion Lisa Raffonelli
Debbie Flitman James Rhodes
Katherine Itacy Cheryl Rinfret
Linda Katz Annajane Yolken
Ian Knowles

Staff

Steven Brown — Executive Director
Nicole Cordier — Communications and Development Associate
Hannah Stern — Policy Associate
Megan Khatchadourian — Assistant to the Director




ACLU Attorney & Plaintiff Panel

When law student Lindsay Koso was researching an immigration issue
for a law review article, she was unable to find copies of annual reports
d that state law required the Attorney General to publish involving non-
, Y| citizens and the criminal justice system. The Attorney
-‘l\, General’s response to her Access to Public Records
request came with a $225 fee in order to provide her
with the requested information. She called the ACLU for help, and ACLU
volunteer attorney Carolyn Medina agreed to challenge the fee
demand. She argued that under state law, the reports Lindsay was
requesting had to be prepared and submitted to the RI General Assembly
annually and therefore they should have been readily available to her upon
request without the charging of any fee, much less an exorbitant one. After she filed suit, the
Attorney General’s office quickly caved in and provided the records at no charge.

David Cass — After the ACLU received complaints from two Woonsocket residents about being
blocked from Mayor Lisa Baldelli-Hunt’s Facebook page simply because they had posted mildly
critical comments about actions she had taken, ACLU cooperating attorney David Cass agreed
to file a lawsuit on their behalf. The suit argued that the Facebook page constituted a “public
forum” and that, under the First Amendment, the Mayor could not bar people from accessing or
commenting on her page merely because of political disagreements. Shortly after the suit was
filed, the Mayor agreed to unblock the two plaintiffs and to no longer block other people for
expressing views protected by the First Amendment.

Over the years the Affiliate has lobbied and filed briefs on a number of
education-related issues. One issue that continues to be a particularly
troubling one is the continued use of school-based police officers for
P disciplinary matters. Paige Clausius-Parks, Senior Policy Analyst for RI
g KIDS COUNT, spends her days working to change education policy, and
|has been a strong advocate and ally with the ACLU in fighting the
“school-to-prison pipeline.”

Lynette Labinger — In 2019, the R.I. General Assembly passed an
extremely important law that codified the principles of Roe v. Wade into
statute. The law was passed in prescient recognition of Roe’s fragile status
at the federal level. But even before this bill was signed into law, anti-
choice opponents of the legislation filed a lawsuit challenging its
constitutionality. ACLU of Rhode Island cooperating attorneys Lynette
Labinger and Faye Dion filed a “friend of the court” brief supporting the
law’s validity. A Superior Court judge upheld the law, and the case is
pending in the R.I. Supreme Court where the ACLU filed another brief.
Labinger is no stranger to the issue, having successfully handled challenges to a half-dozen
state anti-choice laws enacted by the General Assembly over the decades.




ACLU of RI YEAR IN REVIEW (November 2020-October 2021)

The continuation of the Covid-19 epidemic has brought many challenges to the defense of
civil liberties, but they are challenges we continue to meet. Being able to participate only
remotely in this year’s General Assembly session was difficult, but it did not stop us from
lobbying on more than 300 bills and obtaining some important legislative victories. And, for
the second year in a row, we helped score a major triumph in the U.S. Supreme Court.

In highlighting just a small sample of the ACLU of RI’s activities this past year, the list
below provides some perspective on the breadth of our work and, we hope, demonstrates
the critical function we continue to play in these dire times.

First Amendment Rights

A federal judge declared unconstitutional a Cranston ordinance that
banned all panhandling, charitable solicitation and leafletting from
roadway medians.

The ACLU successfully represented a Portsmouth homeowner who
had been facing $500-a-day fines for posting political signs on his
property.

The state entered into a consent agreement
that struck down a state law banning vanity
license plates that were “offensive to good taste and decency.”

Thanks to an ACLU lawsuit, the Mayor of Woonsocket agreed to no
longer block people posting critical comments from her Facebook

page.

As the result of ACLU intervention, the Attorney General confirmed

he would not enforce an antiquated state law and take action against the RI Democratic
Women’s Caucus for using the word “Democratic” in their name without permission of the
state political party.

Voting Rights

=Z® The ACLU filed a brief challenging Bonnet Shores Fire District by-
laws that bar non-property-owning residents from voting in fire
LAY district elections.

“Ca01r

733 )

?‘ == S AR Responding to disputes that took place in last year’s elections in a few
| S low-income, non-white neighborhoods, the ACLU submitted proposed

regulations to the state Board of Elections that would establish clear,

public standards before polling locations can be closed.




Privacy

The ACLU filed a “friend of the court” brief in the R.I. Supreme Court, urging the dismissal
of a challenge to the constitutionality of the Reproductive Privacy Act, the state law
codifying the protections of Roe v. Wade.

The ACLU favorably settled a precedent-setting lawsuit that held that employers could not
discriminate against job applicants based solely on their off-work use of medical marijuana.

The ACLU submitted detailed testimony calling for the strengthening
of recommendations proposed by the Attorney General for a
statewide police body camera policy.

Ruling in a case initiated by the ACLU, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
unconstitutional a Cranston police department practice of searching
homes without a warrant when engaging in so-called “community caretaking” functions.

Students’ Rights

The ACLU successfully represented two young children expelled from
school for the year because their parents allowed them to attend while the
father was awaiting the results of a Covid test.

ACLU advocacy prompted CCRI to revise the college’s free tuition
program, known as Rhode Island Promise, to allow students with
disabilities to take more than two years to earn their degree.
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Immigrant Rights

A federal appeals court supported the ACLU’s position in rejecting the federal
government’s claim that a person who would likely be tortured if extradited back to his
home country could not rely on that fact to prevent his return there.

Gender Equality

In an important sex discrimination case, the ACLU successfully
argued in a federal appeals court in support of a settlement
agreement it had reached with Brown University that reinstated two
women’s sports teams it had previously cut.

H

VICTORYI
After years of lobbying efforts by the Affiliate, the General Assembly  ZABpgals court upholds

settlement agreement

enacted a law barring health insurance companies from using gender [Ehonnggeniercduality

as a factor in setting premiums.




Due Process of Law

For the second year in a row, the ACLU assisted in obtaining the
release of a prisoner who had been granted parole but remained held
at the ACI based on a retroactive change made by prison officials in =
calculating parole eligibility dates.

An ACLU-led effort helped defeat an Attorney General bill that
would have expanded the use of mandatory sentencing.

As the result of ACLU-proposed amendments, a new law establishing a process to allow
private individuals to officiate at marriages strictly limits the Governor’s discretion to deny
approval.

Workers’ Rights

o @ o @ Responding to ACLU objections, the Providence School Board revised its
‘ social media policy that stifled the private free speech rights of teachers.
00

o @ @ A federal judge ruled in favor of a Johnston police detective represented
by the ACLU who was suspended after he publicly raised concerns about

0 e £X certain police department actions.

Open Government

The ACLU successfully represented a RWU law student who was charged hundreds of
dollars by the Attorney General to obtain copies of public reports that state law specifically
required that office to submit to the General Assembly.

Rights of the Incarcerated and Ex-Offenders

Dozens of professional licensing statutes were amended, as the result of ACLU lobbying, to
bar state officials from denying licenses to people if they had ever been convicted of
undefined “crimes of moral turpitude.”

The ACLU appeared in state and federal court in separate cases

seeking to strike down once and for all the state’s archaic statute %oy
. . . . . . . . - YA =
declaring individuals serving life sentences “civilly dead” and /& [

barring them from bringing lawsuits on their behalf.




In Memoriam — Christopher Corbett

Over the varied course of his service with the ACLU,
Christopher Corbett was an assiduous staff person,
Board member and cooperating attorney. As a
member of the Affiliate staff for over six years, Chris
handled a wide array of job duties with humor and
aplomb.

After graduating from law school, he served both as a
cooperating attorney and on the Affiliate’s Board of
Directors. Two years ago, he sparkled as a presenter
at the Affiliate’s 60th anniversary dinner.

As a volunteer attorney, he filed a number of “friend
of the court” briefs and co-counseled an important
First Amendment case challenging the censorship of
political advertisements at T.F. Green Airport.

A sampling of cases he handled for the affiliate are
listed below.

Farrell v. Whitehead. “Friend of the court” brief in support of a whistleblower lawsuit
filed by union officers who were threatened with a disciplinary hearing for filing a
complaint with the state Ethics Commission against a former union official.

R.I.Brotherhood of Correctional Officers v. R.I. Airport Corporation. Favorably-
settled federal lawsuit challenging the airport’s censorship of an issue-oriented
advertisement on the grounds that it was “political” and “negative.”

Lariviere v. Lariviere. “Friend of the court” brief in support of a Family Court decision
denying the request of a father with joint custody of two children, ages 11 and 13, to
restrain the mother from taking them to a rap concert.

Shakur v. Wall. Representation of a prisoner at the ACI, challenging prison policies
governing access to magazines and other publications.

R.I. ACLU v. CVS Caremark Corporation. Successful administrative complaint
challenging a company’s on-line application questionnaire as having a disparate impact on
applicants with certain mental impairments.




In Memoriam — John Dineen

John Dineen was a conscientious objector in the Vietnam War
and dedicated his life to social justice, first as an attorney at
Legal Services and then as a long-time volunteer attorney for
the ACLU of RI, for which he handled literally dozens of cases.

Being especially committed to the indivisibility of free speech, he
represented an extraordinary range of plaintiffs for the ACLU in
fulfillment of that principle. The First Amendment lost a dear
ally with his passing.

A sampling of cases he handled for the affiliate are listed below.

City Streets v. City of Woonsocket. Successful federal lawsuit
on behalf of a nightclub advised it could not have an “all male revue” without first obtaining a
special license.

Sammataro v. Sammataro. Favorable state court appeal on behalf of a mother who had
lost custody of her daughter solely for receiving welfare assistance.

Jacques v. R.. Public Telecommunications Authority. Favorably settled federal
lawsuit challenging a public TV station's decision not to allow an independent candidate for

office to participate in a station-sponsored candidate debate.

Estey v. Internal Revenue Service. Favorably settled federal lawsuit on behalf of an IRS
employee barred from submitting for publication an article he had written on pension reform.

Barense v. Town of Barrington. Successful federal lawsuit challenging on First
Amendment grounds a Town's practice of providing free clearing of snow from churches'
parking lots.

Parker v. School Committee of the Town of Westerly. Successful administrative
challenge to the suspension of a high school student for wearing a T-shirt with the numerals

“666” on it.

Pombo v. City of Providence. Successful federal lawsuit on behalf of a street performer
required to obtain a permit to play his saxophone in public and barred from seeking donations
for his performances.

Brady v. Tamburini. Successful federal lawsuit challenging the two-day suspension of a
Johnston detective after he publicly criticized the police department in his role as president of
the police union.




In Memoriam — H. Jefferson Melish

Jeff Melish left his mark on the Affiliate as both a long-time
Board member and cooperating attorney. Jeff’s quiet demeanor
hid a deep and abiding passion for civil rights and liberties. He
took on numerous challenges as an ACLU volunteer lawyer for
almost three decades.

In his last ACLU case, handled this year, he successfully
advocated for two children who were kicked out of school for the
rest of the year as punishment for their parents letting them
attend school while their father awaited a COVID test result.

A sampling of some of the other cases he handled for the affiliate
are listed below.

Robinson v. City of East Providence. Successful state court challenge on free speech and
due process grounds to a police matron's summary termination.

DiStefano v. Haxton. Successful lawsuit challenging a town ordinance barring more than
three unrelated people from living in the same house.

In re: Michael P. Favorably settled administrative proceeding filed on behalf of a Chariho
special education student who was kept out of school for almost a year due to the school’s
failure to accommodate his medical needs.

URI Student Senate v. Town of Narragansett. Lawsuit challenging a town ordinance
authorizing police to charge tenants and landlords with allowing, and to place orange
stickers on houses that were allegedly the site of, “unruly gatherings.”

Martin v. Langlois. Representation of a person who was barred by a judge from posting on
Facebook any information relating to a Family Court case involving her brother.

State v. B. Representation of a juvenile who was ordered to Truancy Court, and whose
parents were the subject of an “abuse and neglect” petition, because of the student’s repeated
tardiness to school.

Gooding v. Ocean Community YMCA. Favorably settled lawsuit on behalf of a woman who
was barred by her employer from breastfeeding her baby in public areas of the workplace.

10




ACLU of Rhode Island Volunteers

Listed below are many of the non-Board members who have assisted the ACLU in 2021.
These are the volunteers who did speaking engagements, served as cooperating
attorneys, helped with fundraising, testified before town councils, lent their time and
talent to Affiliate events, and so on. It cannot be overstated that the ACLU’s strength
comes from its volunteers, and we express our grateful appreciation to them.

Edith Ajello

Cheryl Allen-Ricciardi
Armando Batastini
Brett Beaubien
Barry Best

Thomas G. Briody
Ethan Brill-Cass
Audrey Buffi

David Cass

C. Alexander Chiulli
Susan Church
James Cullen

Chloe Davis

Amato DeLuca

Sonja Deyoe

John W. Dineen
Maureen Dunnigan
Sierra Fang-Horvath
Stephen Fanning

V. Edward Formisano
Mark Freel

Amelia Gaffney
Michael Gagliardi
Charles Galligan
Catherine Gibran
John Glasson

Jared Goldstein
Deborah Gonzalez
Roberto Gonzalez
Kaylee Goyette
Charles Greenwood
Marc Gursky

Nate Halda

Lisa Holley
Andrew Horwitz
Rhiannon Huffman
Richard Humphrey
Carl Hurvich

Carly Iafrate

Lise Iwon

Simone Joyaux
Max Kaufman
Jason Knight
Katherine Kohm
Shannah Kurland
Jeffrey Levy
Aubrey Lombardo
Nicholas Trott Long
Thomas W. Lyons
John MacDonald
Robert Mann
Christine Marinello

ACLU

Rhode Island

Neal McNamara
Carolyn Medina
Amy Moses

James Musgrave
Nick Obolensky
Meredith Parish
Nicholas Parrillo
Matthew Provencher
Jack Riccardo-Wood
James Rollins

Jay Rumas

Ellen Saideman
Robert Senville
Richard Sinapi
Megan Smith
Emma Stanton
Judith Stokes
Anna Susini

Amy Tabor

Georgi Vogel-Rosen
Anne Voss-Altman
Daniel Weisman
Vivian Weisman
Elizabeth Wiens
Hilary White
Kristen Williams
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Thanks to all of our predecessors who made our
Affiliate as strong as it is today.

From the Board of the American Civil Liberties

Union of Rhode Island
Jennifer Azevedo Ian Knowles
Gretchen Bath Carl Krueger
Heather Burbach Christine Lopes Metcalfe
Cherie Cruz Carolyn Mannis
Steven R. DeToy Lisa Raffonelli
Faye Dion James Rhodes
Debbie Flitman Cheryl Rinfret
Katherine Itacy Annajane Yolken
Linda Katz
Rhode Island

=
. SENATOR
WM JOSHUA MILLER
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State of Rhode Fgland

District 28 Bus: (401) 276-5582
41 Talbot Manor Res: (401) 461-8689
Cranston, RI 02905 E-Mail: sen-miller@rilegislature.gov




DeLuca & Associates is proud to support
the ACLU Foundation of Rhode Island

DeLuca&
Associates

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DeLuca & Associates
199 North Main Street
Providence, RI 02903
P 401-453-1500

F 401-453-1501

Advocating for the rights of individuals and
families harmed by medical negligence.
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szdly/atppowng/
RHODE ISLAND

.

CAUSES,

A !
L NOT JUST CASES

Anti-Terrorism & Human Rights Violations

MOt | ey Ri C eQ Antitrust & Consumer Protection

LLC Asbestos & Mesothelioma
Aviation & Transportation Disasters

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

401.457.7700 Catastrophic Injury & Wrongful Death
WWW m.otley.rice com Consumer & Product Liability
55 CEDAR ST. SUITE 100 Medical Drugs & Devices
PROVIDENCE, RI 02903 Opioid Litigation

SC|RI|CT|NY|WV |DC |LA|MO|NJ | PA Sec_urltles Fraud
Toxic Exposure
Robert J. McConnell (MA, RI) and Vincent L. Greene IV (RI) are the attorneys responsibe for this communication. Motley Rice LLC, a

South Carolina Limited Liability Company, is engaged in the New Jersey practice of law through Motley Rice New Jersey LLC. Esther
Berezofsky attorney responsible for New Jersey practice.
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KKEEP GOING!

THANKS,
HeELEN DREW

VI
V]
DIRECT
ACTION FOR

RIGHTS &
EQUALITY

340 Lockwood Street, Providence, Rl 02907
www.daretowin.org (401) 351-6960
Facebook: @daretowinri & @renterpowerpvd
Twitter: @renterpowerpvd  Instagram: @dare.pvd

626 Broad Street, Central Falls, Carolyn A. Mannis, Esq.
Rl 02863

365 Eddy St., 3rd Floor, Providence, RI 02903
401-728-5290 (p) 401-724-5550 (f)

Tel: 401-374-3588 Fax: 401-386-2209
WWW.progresolatino.org cam@mannisworkerscomp.com
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IN MEMORY OF

JOHN DINEEN, Esq.

His acerbic wit and lifelong commitment to
the ACLU will not be forgotten.

Bill & Joan Flynn

SINAPI LAW ASSOCIATES, LTD
2374 Post Road, Suite 201 | Warwick, RI 02886
401-739-9690
www.sinapilaw.com

*Personal Injury *Employment Discrimination *Harassment *Unemployment
eUnpaid Wages *Leave Act Claims *Workers’ Compensation

eFamily Law *Civil Rights *Real Estate

*Lobbying *Probate/Wills

Fluency in Portuguese and Spanish
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W

Thank You

R.l. ACLU

for Protecting our
Civil Liberties

R. |. Federation of Teachers
and Health Professionals,
AFT, AFL-CIO

356 Smith Street
Providence, Rl 02908

Frank Flynn
President

17




Website: www.RhodelslandAFLCIO.org
Facebook: Facebook.com/RIAFLCIO
Twitter: @RIAFLCIO

E-Mail: Info@riaflcio.com
Phone: (401) 751-7100

WE ARE THE
RHODE ISLAND AFL-CIO

18




We stand with the ACLU
IN communities across
Rhode Island

y

Riverzedge Arts uses innovative applied
and work-based learning strategies to
teach art, design and critical thinking to
the youth of Northern RI.

http://fiverzedgearts.org/ Poster designed by Alex R., 16
Coyete Rhede Island
is a grassreoeots
erganization led b The Rhode Island Medical Society

We stond $enweorkers & allies alike

Proudly 4 iohtine state vielence e
soﬂdawan; L ’ it:alzwi:e: hun't agai‘;\:: COIZgI” atulates
guP% ¥of ) $enworkers since 2009!
Rhade b Newell E. Warde, PhD
VARG ONOTERIORE; 40+ year ACLU member
On the occasion of his

well- deserved retirement
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AARONSON

[AVOLIE
STREITFELD
EQUITY LIBERTY JUSTICE

DIAZ
Thank you to the ACLU of Rhode Island & CO.PC

for defending our rights!

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
— 1604 BROAD STREET
J» CRANSTON. RI 02905

RuggierO 401.223.0205
x

DEMOCRAT WWW.ALSCPA.COM

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 74

INTEGRITY « HONESTY «TRUST
BALANCING vCT

BOO (KEEP'NG A dveion of Aaronson Lavoie Stretfeld Diaz & Co,
1604 Broad Street, Cranston, Rhode Island 02905

CALL Adam Diaz @ 401.415.6090

Rhode Island Association for

JUSTICE

Congratulations to the ACLU

=l

The Mission of the Rhode Island Association for Justice shall be to:
401.273.8820

Preserve the constitutional right to trial by jury

Strengthen the civil justice system through education rijustice@rijustice.org
Safeguard consumers’ rights N
Promote the public good through efforts to secure safe products, a www.rljustice.org

safe workplace, a clean environment, and quality health care
Uphold and defend the constitutions of the United States of America
and the State of Rhode Island
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University of Rhode Island Chapter
American Association

of University Professors

A Faculty Union Devoted to Civil Rights, Civil Liberties, and Social Justice
Expresses its Profound Thanks and Appreciation to the Rhode Island ACLU
for its Outstanding Service in Defense of our Constitution

from your friends and colleagues
at the AAUP
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DEEP ROOTS
STILL GROWING
QN

005

102 YEARS

PAINT - WALEKEPARER - HARDWARE
DECORATIVE HARDWARE/)>"WINDOW TREATMENTS




[n Memory of Thomas N. Prinster

ﬁ%@% State of Rhode Island
= SENATOR
KENDRA ANDERSON

District 31

sen-anderson@rilegislature.gov (401) 287-2089

Thank you“fq,orrK?ur

tireless
LATINO

PCLICY INSTITUTE

@N A S W' RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER

National Associction of Social Workers

NASW-Rhode Island is
proud to Support and
Partner with
ACLU Rhode Island

o. O
e Cogens
® Printing Services

O‘ O

1 Front Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895
Phone (401) 421-4436

Fax (401) 331-9032
Email cogens@conversent.net

23




Thank you ACLU for protecting our «

Mark Anderson Elissa F
Mikaila M.L. Arthur Quenby
Murat Aydogdu Janet D.
Wendy Becker Kenneth
Ellen Bigler Katherine
Vincent Bohlinger Fran ]
Todd Borgerding Robyn
Patricia Brennan Elisa
Erik Christiansen Mark
Lisa Church Mimi |
Teresa Coffman Jayashree N
Joan Dagle Janice O
Frederic (

Faculty and Staff at R

20



rivil liberties and academic freedom

merson Maureen Reddy
Hughes Kathryn Sanders
Johnson Barbara Schapiro
- Kinsey Barry Schiller

> Lacasse Leslie Schuster
_eazes Carol Shelton
Linde Deborah H. Siegel
Miller Ezra L. Steiglitz
Motte Judith Stokes
Vlumm Vanessa Volz
[immagadda Daniel Weisman
koomian Joseph L. Zornado
r. Reamer

hode Island College
21



vfﬁ% State of Rhode sland

i HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REPRESENTATIVE
2% JOSEPH J. SOLOMON, JR.

Chairman, Committee on Corporations
Committee on Oversight
Committee on Veterans' Affairs

District 22
703 West Shore Road
Warwick, Rhode Island 02889

Office: 401-222-1722
rep-solomon@rilegislature.gov

Formerly Incarcerated Union of RI

The Formerly Incarcerated Union’s mission is to support
the successful reentry of returning citizens through
advocacy, mentorship, and support by increasing access
to behavioral health, education, housing, professional
development and employment, thus strengthening our
communities and families as a whole.

formerlyincarceratedunion@gmail.com

What’s precious to
you IS precious to us.”

Auto. Home. Life. Retirement. They all matter, so wrap
them all in a blanket of Nationwide® protection. We put
members first, because we don’t have shareholders.™

Join the Nation® that knows what’s important.

Combine your policies and save up to 25%

Andrew T Lefebvre

Lefebvre Insurance Agency, Inc.
Phone: (401)273-0022
lefebvreins.com

Nationwide’

is on your side

-

Not 2ll Netiormide af iesare 5 and ot all Natioowide membe
Natiowide N and Eagiz join the Naticn, What's peecious to you s precious tous and We
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 201 Nationwide Mutual Insi

areinsured by a mutual company. Natioawide. the
mbers first becauss we don't have shareholders are
(omparyy. NR-0TIBA0.2(B/14)

IN HONOR OF
PANLOMIDES
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Congratulations to

The ACLU Foundation of
Rhode Island for Another Year
of Service to Civil Liberties

Strauss, Factor, Laing & Lyons
Attorneys at Law

Representing Businesses and Individuals in
Civil Rights, Litigation, Bankruptcy and
Collection Matters

One Davol Square, Suite 305
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
Phone: 401-456-0700
Fax: 401-421-4730

Email: straussfactorlaw@cs.com
tlyons@straussfactor.com
Website: www.straussfactor.com
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Over my nearly three decades as a Rl State
i Representative, I've come to value the work of the {
! ACLU of Rl more each year. No one working at the |
{ State House seems to read our bills more carefully.
No one else seems to consistently catch the ]
i unintended consequences in legislation drafted with §
best intentions. |

. Thank you to Steve and Hannah and all of the |
t volunteer advocates. And, a big thank you to all who |
' support the work of the ACLU of RI. |

Edie Ajello
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('\ Neighborhood
O Health Plan

OF RHODE ISLAND™

Here for
One Another

Neighborhood Health Plan

of Rhode Island
is here for our community.

We are proud to support American Civil
Liberties Union Foundation of RI.

1-800-459-6019 www.nhpri.org

Andrew Horwitz

DIRECTOR AND SUPERVISING ATTORNEY
ASSISTANT DEAN FOR EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION

Criminal Defense Clinic

One Empire Plaza, Suite 435

Providence, RI 02903

401.276.4880 U 2=
401.276.4899 F My O - !
m@m& Rpger Williams University

P : [ a a. 6 @/&% ,4”20’8@ law.rwu.edu

District 66- East Providence

Bruce Thompson, PhD
Psychotherapy

Life Review €« Integration - Consolidation

410 North Broadway
East Providence, RI 02914 401-434-1533
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Di
3T

Proud
Supporters
of the
Rhode Island
ACLU

Overlooking Bristol Harbor

520 Thames Street, Bristol
Open Tuesday-Saturday 5-9 p.m.

(401) 253-2884

ssdion.com

Democracy
over
tyranny

BOB PARRILLO

Stone Carver

(401) 486-9978
bobparrillo@gmail.com
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In Memory of John Dineen

A fierce fighter for justice

A dedicated camping dad and member of the
Rhode Island Progressive Parents Campaign Coalition

A great friend, colleague and mentor whose sense of
humor and smarts made us all better advocates

Mike Milito
Judy Fox
Bob Sabel

Lynne Mallonee
Jeanne Medeiros

Ed Connelly

Donna Sousa

Pete Sousa

Janet Gilligan
Joe Reardon
Judy Covington
Gretchen Bath
Chuck Noice
Mary Curtin
Duane Clinker
John Rao
Linda Perrotta
Ken Pariseau
Anne Pariseau
Sheila Hoogeboom
Karst Hoogeboom

Barry Best

Cathy Baker
Linda Katz

Dianne Curran

Jenn Wood

Bob Lee
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THE RHODE ISLAND ASSOCIATION OF
CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS

-1 /\
— Weybosset Hill Station

P.O. Box 23101, Providence, RI 02903

www.riacdl.org

FOUNDED 1988 BY
RICHARD M. CASPARIAN
PUBLIC DEFENDER
President
Stephen Peltier
President-Elect
Kara Hoopis Manosh
Director of Director of Director of
Finance Communications Membership
Angela Yingling Elaine Brunetti John Karwashan
Executive Committee
Allison Abilheira Richard K. Corley* Shannah Kurland
Rebecca Aitchison Matthew Dawson* John E. MacDonald*
Thomas G. Briody* William C. Dimitri* Nicholas Parrillo
John F. Cicilline* Michael A. DilLauro* Samantha Polisena
Daniel Ciora Collin M. Geiselman* Edward C. Roy, Jr.*
Mary June Ciresi* Andrew Horwitz* Amanda Valentino

*Denotes past president

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION TO
DEFENDING CIVIL LIBERTIES

The mission of the Rhode Island Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers is to foster
the integrity, independence and expertise of the criminal defense profession and to promote
the proper and fair administration of criminal justice.
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In Memory of
Nicholas Trott Long, Esq.

David Haller | ARBITRATOR INVESTIGATOR MEDIATOR

. August 15, 1945 - November 27, 2020 = ——

' . ) 54 Taylor’s Lane
“A Righteous Man Walks in Integrity”
Proverbs 20:7 “ Little Compton, Rhode Island 02837

401.351.5070

Ed Benson & Maureen Dunnigan | 888.610.8915 fax

nicholas@ntlong.com

It’s not over.
Never 1is.
Never will be.

That’s why we support the Rhode Island ACLU
Judy & Brian Jones
Newport, RI
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AT BANKRI, WE KNOW THAT DOING

GOOD

IN ONE COMMUNITY, IS DOING GOOD FORALL.

BANKRI

BANKRHODEISLAND.COM

Member FDIC
@ Equal Housing Lender

866-4-BANKRI




Thank you RI ACLU for protecting our civil
liberties and making Rhode Island a better
place to live!

I The Economic
IR Progress Institute

Representative www.economicprogressri.org

Christopher R. Blazejewski

Majority Leader LKE Us I EconomicProgressRI
RI House of Representatives Tel: (401) 222-2466 FOLLOW US u @EconProgressRI
State House, Room 323 Fax: (401) 222-3970 iri
Providence, Rl 02903 L B epir

Email: rep-blazej i@rilegi
P p-blazejewski@rilegislature.gov

THANK YOU
RIACLU

For your tireless advocacy &
commitment to standing up
against injustices that threaten our
civil liberties.

Thawnlke you ACLU!

Responding to the pandemic has changed many
things about how we live, but it has not lessened
the need for the ACLU to champion civil rights.

This year, please honor our lost champions —
John Dineen, Jeff Melish & Chris Corbett

Lynette Labinger, Attorney at Law
128 Dorrance Street, Box 710, Providence, RI 02903
401-465-9565 | ll@labingerlaw.com



In Memory of RI ACLU Leaders -

Chrig Burke Barbara Meek

Chrigtopher Corbett H. Jeffereon Meligh

John Dineen Julie Pell

Elizabeth Earlg Ruth Prager

Jack Finger Elton Rayack

Naney Gewirtz Chuck Schwartz

Dotty & Joe Gurland Daniel Scott, |l

John Kellam [rma Slavit

Mary Levesque Milton Stanzler
Dorothy Zimmering

~ Vivian & Dan Weisman

I WORK, PAY TAXES AND SUPPORT MY COMMUNITY
I MIGHT LOOK DIFFERENT AND NOT SPEAK PERFECT
ENGLISH.

WHY DO YOU FIND EXCUSES TO NOT GRANT ME THE
PRIVILEGE TO DRIVE?

DO YOU NOT WANT ME TO PROVIDE FOR MY FAMILY?

RHODE ISLAND JOIN THE 16 OTHER STATES AND THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WE ARE NOT YOUR ENEMY - WE ARE ALSO HUMAN BEINGS

Senator Frank A. Ciccone District 7
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Keep ﬁg]afing fbr the rz;gbts
qf all Rhode Islanders

N EA R

NATIONAL+* EDUCATION = ASSOCIATION

Standing strong
for
public schools and working families.

National Education Association Rhode Island
www.neari.org
President Lawrence E. Purtill
Vice President Valarie Lawson
Executive Director Robert A. Walsh, Jr
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Locke Lord is

committed to
our clients and
the communities

We s€erve.

We are proud to support the
ACLU of Rhode Island and its
continued effort in helping to
preserve and protect the civil
liberties of all Rhode Islanders
through litigation, legislation

and public education.

www.lockelord.com

Attorney Advertising © 2021 Locke Lord LLP
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Thank you, Rl ACLU, for all

you do for Rhode Island Keep up the Good Work!

Rep. June Speakman
District 68

Always

Causing

|_ots of

Upset

Thank you, ACLU!




In mewory, and in honor, of our eternally

vigilant advocates:

4

Chris Corbett

John Dineen

Jeff Melish

Thank you,
Lise lwon




Carly B. Iafrate
Attorney at Law

38 N. Court Street, 3rd Floor
Providence, RI 02903
401-421-0065

Eternally grateful for all
the ACLU does!

(GURSKY |WIENS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LTD

Marc Gursky Elizabeth Wiens

Shareholder Shareholder

( )

Rebecca Filippo

Shareholder Attorney

Labor, Pension, Workers’ Compensation
and Employment Law

RlILaborLaw.com ¢ 401.294.4700

We’ve been here since 1959, and we’re not planning
on leaving anytime soon!

Help us continue doing our important work by donating or, if you're

not a member, by joining — both are simple, yet effective, ways to
help keep the ACLU a household name here in Rhode Island!

To make a tax-deductible donation:

http://riaclu.org/get-involved/donate

To become a card-carrying member:

AMERICAN CIVIL IBERTIES UNION http://riaclu.org/get-involved/join
Rhode Island
L — ———




ACLU of Rl 2021 Legal Docket

Active Cases, January-November 2021
* indicates case opened in 2021; # indicates case closed in 2021

* A.C. v. Raimondo. STUDENTS’
RIGHTS. “Friend of the court” brief
supporting an appeal arguing that public
school students have a constitutional
right to an education that prepares them
to effectively participate in a democracy.
A decision is awaited. Cooperating
Attorneys: Andrew Troop, Jeffrey Meltzer

# Aguasvivas v. Pompeo. RIGHTS OF
IMMIGRANTS. “Friend of the court”
brief challenging the federal
government’s plans to deport a person
back to his native country despite an
immigration board’s findings that he will
likely be tortured if he is returned there.
The federal appeals court affirmed a
lower court ruling barring the petitioner’s
extradition. ACLU Attorney: Cody Wofsy
Cooperating Attorney: Roberto Gonzalez

Benson v. Raimondo. ABORTION
RIGHTS. “Friend of the court” brief in
support of the State’s motion to dismiss
this lawsuit challenging the
constitutionality of the Reproductive
Privacy Act, which codified Roe v. Wade
into state law. A judge dismissed the
suit, and plaintiffs’ appeal is pending in
the state Supreme Court, where another
brief has been filed. Cooperating
Attorneys: Lynette Labinger, Faye Dion

Blanchette v. Town of Narragansett.
STUDENTS RIGHTS. Federal lawsuit
on behalf of a high school student with
disabilities who was thrown to the
ground, handcuffed and arrested by a
school resource officer for disorderly
conduct after “giving the finger” to the
SRO. Discovery 1s proceeding.
Cooperating Attorneys: Amato DeLuca,
Matthew Provencher

*# B.R. and K.R. v. North Kingstown
School District. STUDENTS RIGHTS.
Administrative challenge to school

district decision to ban two children
from in-school learning because their
parents had let them attend school
while their father was waiting for the
results of a Covid test. A RI Department
of Education hearing officer overturned
the ban. Cooperating Attorney: H.
Jefferson Melish

# Brady v. Tamburini. FREEDOM OF
SPEECH. Federal lawsuit challenging
the two-day suspension of a dJohnston
detective after he publicly criticized police
department officials in his role as
president of the police union. The court
ruled that the suspension violated the
plaintiff’s free speech rights, and entered
a consent judgment providing for various
remedies. Cooperating Attorneys: John
Dineen, Elizabeth Wiens

Calderon v. Nielsen. RIGHTS OF
IMMIGRANTS. Successful habeas corpus
petition, filed by the ACLU of
Massachusetts with initial ACLU-RI
assistance, now a class-action lawsuit, on
behalf of a Providence mother of two who
was detained by ICE officials after
appearing at an interview to change her
undocumented immigration status.
Numerous protective orders have been

issued by the court as the case proceeds.
ACLU of MA Attorney: Adriana Lafaille

# Callaghan v. Darlington Plastics.
MEDICAL MARIJUANA/WORKPLACE
RIGHTS. Lawsuit on behalf of a graduate
student who was denied employment as a
paid intern at a fabrics company because
of her status as a registered medical
marijuana user. The court ruled that the
company’s actions violated the state’s
medical marijuana law. The company
agreed to revise its hiring policy and pay
damages and attorneys’ fees.
Cooperating Attorney: Carly Beauvais
Iafrate
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Caniglia v. Strom. DUE PROCESS.
Federal lawsuit challenging both the
basis for the police seizure of a
homeowner’s lawfully owned firearms
without a warrant and a police
department policy requiring individuals
to obtain a court order in order to recover
their weapons. The court ruled the policy
unconstitutional but upheld the seizure
of the weapons. An appellate court
affirmed the latter decision, but in a
unanimous decision, the U.S. Supreme
Court reversed that ruling. The case is
back in the district court for further
proceedings. Cooperating Attorneys:
Thomas W. Lyons, Rhiannon Huffman

# Carroll v. Craddock. FREEDOM OF
SPEECH. Federal lawsuit challenging a
state law giving the Division of Motor
Vehicles authority to deny requests for
“vanity plates” deemed to be not in “good
taste or decency.” The court ruled the law
unconstitutional. Cooperating Attorneys:
Thomas W. Lyons, Rhiannon Huffman

# City of Cranston v. Morton et al.
FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Appellate
representation of protesters found guilty
of violating an anti-panhandling
ordinance for distributing literature to
drivers from a roadway median. The
charges were dismissed after a separate
ACLU challenge led to a ruling that the
ordinance was unconstitutional.
Cooperating Attorney: Neville Bedford

# City of Providence v. Barr. RIGHTS
OF IMMIGRANTS. “Friend of the court”
brief in the U.S. Court of Appeals in
support of a legal challenge by two cities
to a U.S. Department of Justice policy
conditioning the municipal receipt of
federal law enforcement funds on
collaboration with ICE. The court agreed
the requirement was unlawful. ACLU
attorney: Cody Wofsy Cooperating
Attorney: Nicholas Trott Long

Clark v. City of Providence. RACE
DISCRIMINATION. Federal lawsuit
challenging the dismissal of a Black
Providence Police Academy recruit who
was racially harassed by instructors, in

part due to a Christian rap song he had
written and posted on social media a
year earlier condemning the police
killing of young Black men. Discovery is
proceeding. Cooperating Attorneys:
Sonja Deyoe, Georgi Vogel-Rosen

Cohen v. Brown University. SEX
DISCRIMINATION. Reopening of an
almost-two-decades-old lawsuit
challenging Brown University’s
violation of a consent agreement
requiring gender equity in the school’s
athletic program. After discovery was
conducted, the University entered a
settlement agreement, reinstating two
women’s sports programs that had been
cut and subjecting the University to
formal monitoring for four years. A
group of students then intervened to
appeal the settlement, but the appellate
court upheld the agreement.
Cooperating Attorney: Lynette Labinger

Cox v. Goncalves. OPEN RECORDS/
POLICE MISCONDUCT. Open records
lawsuit against the Pawtucket Police
Department for refusing to release
requested reports relating to alleged
police officer misconduct. The
Department has agreed to turn over the

records. Cooperating Attorney: James
Cullen

*# DiPaola v. Town of Portsmouth.
FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Federal
lawsuit challenging the constitutionality
of a town ordinance banning the posting
of political signs on residential property.
A consent judgment was entered,
permanently barring enforcement of the
ordinance. Cooperating Attorney: Richard
A. Sinapi

Doe v. Providence School District.
STUDENTS’ RIGHTS/RIGHTS OF
IMMIGRANTS. Lawsuit, filed with R.I.
Legal Services, charging the Providence
School District with violating laws and
regulations governing the provision of
educational services to English Language
Learner students. Discovery 1is
proceeding. Cooperating Attorney: Ellen
Saideman
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*# Duhamel v. Baldelli-Hunt.
FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Federal
lawsuit challenging the Mayor of
Woonsocket’s actions in banning some of
her critics from her Facebook page. A
settlement agreement was entered, under
which the plaintiffs were unblocked and
the Mayor agreed not to block any other
people from her page based on their
expression of views protected by the First
Amendment. Cooperating Attorney:
David Cass

Freitas v. Kilmartin. CRIMINAL
JUSTICE. Federal lawsuit challenging
the constitutionality of a state law
barring certain sex offenders from
residing within 1,000 feet of a school. A
temporary restraining order against
enforcement of the law was issued, and
discovery 1is proceeding. Cooperating
Attorneys: Lynette Labinger, John
MacDonald

Gaines v. State of Rhode Island.
DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION.
Lawsuit challenging the R.I.
Department of Education’s failure to
reasonably accommodate the plaintiff’s
disability while employed there.
Discovery 1is proceeding. Cooperating
Attorneys: Lynette Labinger, Georgi
Vogel-Rosen

Hanson v. Jensen. DUE PROCESS/
ECONOMIC JUSTICE. Federal lawsuit
against the state Department of Labor
and Training for freezing
unemployment insurance benefits of
thousands of eligible residents without
notice or explanation. After taking
various Interim measures, the DLT
entered into a settlement agreement
requiring the agency to follow detailed
due process procedures before
withholding benefits, and to be subject
to a court-reviewed monitoring process.
Cooperating Attorneys: Ellen Saideman,
Lynette Labinger

Johnson v. City of Pawtucket.
STUDENTS’” RIGHTS/RACIAL
JUSTICE. Federal lawsuit on behalf of
a 13-year-old Black middle school

student who was arrested by a school
resource officer and detained in jail for
allegedly getting in a fight with another
girl. Discovery 1is proceeding.
Cooperating Attorneys: Shannah
Kurland, Lynette Labinger

In Re Kathleen S. DISABILITY
RIGHTS. “Friend of the court” brief,
filed with Disability Rights RI,
challenging the state’s jurisdiction over
a Connecticut resident who was
involuntarily transferred to a Rhode
Island hospital under this state’s civil
commitment law. Cooperating Attorney:
Carolyn Mannis

*# Koso v. Neronha. OPEN
GOVERNMENT. Open records lawsuit
against the state Attorney General,
challenging a substantial fee charged
the plaintiff in order to obtain copies of
public reports that state law requires
the AG to annually prepare. The suit
was dismissed after the defendant
agreed to provide the records at no cost.
Cooperating Attorney: Carolyn Medina

# Kurland v. City of Providence.
FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Federal
lawsuit on behalf of two protesters for
being forced to move from the site of a
political fundraiser where they were
picketing. After motions for summary
judgment were denied, a consent order
was agreed to, awarding the plaintiffs
damages and attorneys’ fees.
Cooperating Attorney: Richard A. Sinapi

Lacoste v. R.I. State Police. DUE
PROCESS/POLICE MISCONDUCT.
Federal lawsuit challenging state police
actions that resulted in the plaintiff’s loss
of employment at Twin River Casino
after she refused to serve as a police
informant in a criminal investigation.
Discovery is proceeding. Cooperating
Attorney: James Musgrave

Liberty v. R.I. Department of
Corrections. DISABILITY RIGHTS/
RIGHTS OF PRISONERS. Federal
lawsuit, filed with the ACLU National
Prison Project and Disability Rights RI,
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challenging the Department of
Corrections’ use of solitary confinement
on individuals with severe and
persistent mental illness. Discovery 1is
proceeding. Cooperating Attorney:
James Rollins ACLU NPP Attorney:
Maria Morris

Lombardi v. Raimondo. RIGHTS OF
PRISONERS. Federal lawsuit
challenging the constitutionality of a
state law that declares inmates serving
life sentences “civilly dead” with respect
to their civil rights. Defendants filed a
motion to dismiss, which was denied.
Cooperating Attorneys: Sonja Deyoe,
Lynette Labinger

Lyssikatos v. King. OPEN RECORDS.
Lawsuit against the Pawtucket Police
Department over its refusal to release
reports of alleged police officer
misconduct generated by its Internal
Affairs Division. Plaintiff's motion for
summary judgment was denied, as was a
petition for certiorari with the state
Supreme Court. Cooperating Attorney:
James Cullen

# Lyssikatos v. Town of Narragansett.
OPEN RECORDS. Access to Public
Records Act complaint filed with the
Attorney General, challenging a police
department’s refusal to release any
records of its investigations of police
misconduct. The AG issued a ruling
requiring most of the records to be
released. Cooperating Attorney: James
Cullen

* Marsh v. McKenna. FREEDOM OF
SPEECH. Defense representation of a
person sued for defamation after she
posted to a shoreline access Facebook
group a summary of an adversarial
encounter with a beach property owner
while she was sitting on what she
believed to be the public shoreline.
Settlement negotiations are proceeding.
Cooperating Attorney: Carolyn Mannis

*# Martinez v. Coyne-Fague. DUE

PROCESS. Habeas corpus petition
challenging the Department of

Correction’s retroactive application of a
policy changing the way the
Department calculated parole
eligibility dates for individuals serving
consecutive sentences for their crimes.
The court ordered the release of the
petitioner, and the RI Supreme Court
denied the State’s motion for a
stay. Cooperating Attorneys: Lisa
Holley, Sonja Deyoe, Lynette Labinger

# Medeiros v. Martin. RIGHTS OF
IMMIGRANTS. Habeas corpus petition
seeking the release of three individuals
being civilly detained by ICE at the
Wyatt Detention Center, whose illnesses
made them vulnerable to serious illness
or death if they were to contract Covid-19
while detained. A court ordered their
release, and defendants withdrew an
appeal of the ruling. Cooperating
Attorneys: Deborah Gonzalez, Jared
Goldstein

Paiva v. R.I. Department of
Corrections. RIGHTS OF
PRISONERS. Contempt motion over the
DOC’s failure to comply with the
“Morris Rules,” a decades-old consent
decree establishing specific procedures
for handling disciplinary and
segregation matters. Cooperating
Attorneys: Sonja Deyoe, Lynette
Labinger

* Patterson v. Bonnet Shores Fire
District. VOTING RIGHTS. “Friend of
the court” brief in support of a lawsuit
challenging a Narragansett fire
district’s policy that bars residents from
voting if they own less than $400 of
property in the district, while allowing
thousands of non-resident beach cabana
owners to exercise the right.
Cooperating Attorney: James Rhodes

In re R.I. Department of Labor and
Training.LANGUAGE
DISCRIMINATION. Federal
administrative complaint, filed with R.I.
Legal Services, challenging the state
DLT’s failure to provide adequate
language interpreter services.
Cooperating Attorney: Jennifer Doucleff
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# R.I. Housing Advocacy Project v.
City of Cranston. FREEDOM OF
SPEECH/ECONOMIC JUSTICE.
Federal lawsuit challenging an anti-
panhandling ordinance that bars
standing on a roadway to receive
anything from, or distribute anything to,
a motor vehicle occupant. A temporary
restraining order was issued. After
further briefing, a judgment declaring the
ordinance unconstitutional was entered.
Cooperating Attorney: Lynette Labinger

* Shepard v. Diniz. RIGHTS OF
PRISONERS/FREEDOM OF SPEECH.
Federal lawsuit, filed with the Center for
Justice, challenging a person’s placement
in solitary confinement for eight months
after he raised concerns with prison
officials about a variety of condition
issues . Cooperating Attorney: Brett
Baubien

* Stern v. Weldon. OPEN
GOVERNMENT. Open records lawsuit
challenging the Department of Labor and
Training’s refusal to turn over any
documents regarding their potential use
of facial recognition technology to process
unemployment claims. Cooperating
Attorneys: C. Alexander Chiulli, Hilary
White

United States v. Jonas. PRIVACY.
“Friend of the court” brief filed by all the
ACLU Affiliates in the First Circuit,
arguing that a judicial warrant is
required for law enforcement access to
patient information in state prescription
drug databases. Oral argument has
been held, and a decision 1s awaited.
ACLU Attorney: Nathan Freed Wessler
Cooperating Attorney: Robert Mann

Yanes v. Martin. RIGHTS OF
IMMIGRANTS. Class-action habeas
corpus petition challenging the
continued civil detention of ICE
detainees at the Wyatt Detention Center
in light of the dangers of Covid-19 at
prison facilities. The suit has led to the
release of dozens of detainees.
Settlement negotiations are proceeding.
Cooperating Attorneys: Deborah
Gonzalez, Jared Goldstein

* Zab v. Rhode Island Department of
Corrections. RIGHTS OF
PRISONERS. “Friend of the court” brief
in R.I. Supreme Court in support of a
challenge to a state law that declares
inmates serving life sentences “civilly
dead.” Oral argument was held, and a
decision is awaited. Cooperating
Attorney: Lynette Labinger







