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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL VS. HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 Given the potential lifetime of consequences faced by children who are suspended, it is 

particularly alarming that suspensions are so cavalierly issued to Rhode Island’s youngest 

children. During the 2013-2014 school year, 1,371 elementary school students were suspended 

from school; of these, 145 children were in just the first grade. These children are removed from 

the classroom almost before they have learned how the classroom works, and any suspension of 

very young children should be met with very serious concern.  

 

 Even in their earliest school years, children with disabilities are more likely to be 

removed from school than children without disabilities. On average, based on nine years of data, 

students with disabilities made up 38% of those elementary school children suspended from 

school, an incredible 2.58 times higher than the rate expected, given that they comprise just 

14.75% of the elementary school population.  
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Figure'3.'Ratio'of'KC5'Suspensions'to'KC5'Student'Body'Population 

 That the ratio appears to be on a slight downswing is no cause for celebration. Even in the 

2013-2014 school year – the year with the lowest suspension rate of elementary school children 

with disabilities – they were still suspended 2.26 times more often than expected. 

  

 Examining just the subjective offense suspensions of children in kindergarten through the 

fifth grade paints the grimmest picture yet. For these young children with disabilities – many of 

whom have only just begun receiving educational services and supports – the normal, immature 

outbursts young children have often land them with a suspension, labeling them as difficult or 
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